Some information that can be found in the carte-de-visite of A.M. Squier (further examination could reveal more)
1.
The size and format of this picture identify it as a carte-de-visite which means it was made after 1854 and likely to be earlier than later in the carte-de-visite era because the design is plain and the figure is shown in a full-length portrait.  The most popular use of cdvs was about 1859-1860s but they were used up through about the 1880s. 
2.
 It has the cream colored whites and brownish black colors of an albumen photograph.

3.
It does not have a revenue stamp so it is not dated from August 1864-Aug 1866.
4.
It was taken in a photo studio with decorated flooring, a prop pillar and plain background.  There is also something directly behind the man’s feet probably the brace to help hold him in place for the photograph.

5.
It is a portrait of a man (soldier) wearing a uniform.

6.
The uniform style is from the Civil War and includes hat, mid-length coat with insignia on arms, sash, pants with lengthwise stripe and boots. [The uniform can be identified as that of medical personnel].

7
There is writing on the back (A.M. Squier Hosp. Steward 9th Vt).  [The man’s name was Algernon Marble Squier and his rank and unit was Hospital Steward, 9th Vermont.]
9.
There is a photographer’s stamp on the back 

10.
The photographer was Charles Allen

11.
The location of his studio was Claremont, New Hampshire in the Brown’s Block building

12.
Because the soldier was in a Vermont unit and the photographer was from New Hampshire, it was probably made at or near the time when the soldier enlisted or was getting ready to leave for the war in order to send to his relatives.  Because photography was relatively uncommon at this time, it may have been one of the first photographs of this person.
13.
Because the photograph is of a Civil War soldier, the design is plain (indicating earlier rather than later years), there is no revenue stamp, and the soldier is still near his home, the date of the photograph is probably early years of the Civil War  – 1861-1862.  
The 9th Vermont was mustered into service in Brattleboro, Vermont in July 1862 so it is likely that this photograph was taken sometime around then before the unit left.
From Ron Coddington, Civil War historian:  “Algernon Marble Squier by Charles Allen of Claremont, N.H. Squier (1842-1867) began his war service as a hospital steward in the Ninth Vermont Infantry. In the fall of 1862, he remained with sick and wounded soldiers at Harpers Ferry, Va., when the Union base surrendered to Confederates commanded by Maj. Gen. Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson. Squier was sent to Chicago as a paroled prisoner. After a formal exchange, he remained n Chicago as a nurse. He transferred to the regular army in 1865, became an assistant surgeon, and died of cholera at Fort Larned, Kansas, two years later.”

